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Office of
ENERGY POLICY AND SYSTEMS ANALYSIS

INITIATIVES

Climate Action Champions

Home » Initiatives » Climate Action Champions

The White House launched the Climate Action Champions (CAC) Initiative in

December 2014 with the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) as lead Agency. The

Administration expanded the Initiative in December 2015 through a strategic

partnership with the Corporation for National Community Service (CNCS).

PROGRAM POLICY OBJECTIVES

https://energy.gov/
https://energy.gov/epsa
https://energy.gov/epsa/initiatives
https://energy.gov/epsa
https://energy.gov/epsa/initiatives
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The Climate Action Champions Initiative supports local and tribal government

climate actions by:

COHORT 1

Following a competitive process led by the DOE in the fall of 2014, the

Administration announced 16 designees from around the country as the first class of

Climate Action Champions in December 2014. These Climate Action Champions

exhibited outstanding leadership in climate resilience actions and greenhouse gas

emissions reductions and represent a diverse group of 158 communities across the

United States that are defining the frontier of ambitious climate action. Their

approaches can also serve as models for other communities to follow.  The first

cohort of Climate Action Champions are:

Blue Lake Rancheria Tribe, Boston, Dubuque, Knoxville, Metropolitan Washington

Council of Governments, Mid-America Regional Council, Minneapolis, Montpelier,

Oberlin, Portland, Salt Lake City, San Francisco, Sault Ste. Marie Tribe, Seattle,

Sonoma County, and the Southeast Florida Regional Climate Compact.

COHORT 2

Targeting Federal support to accelerate greenhouse gas emission reductions and

climate resilience in Champion communities across the U.S.

•

Ensuring Champions represent a diverse group of communities so that lessons

learned have national applicability – providing replicable models for both

communities demonstrating continued climate leadership and underserved

communities seeking to scale their climate action.

•

Working with Champions so the U.S. Government can better understand barriers to

local climate action and incorporate lessons learned into Federal programs, tools,

and processes where possible.

•

Engaging strong external partners to foster this work, including national

philanthropies, community foundations, NGOs, and the private sector. 

•
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The second cohort of Climate Action Champions was derived from the Resilience

AmeriCorps program that was announced in August 2015. In keeping with the

mission of the Climate Action Champions, the Resilience AmeriCorps

program supports communities where the effects of climate change are often most

acutely felt and helps them develop preparedness plans and assist local leaders as

they plan for and address the impacts of extreme weather events. These second

cohort of communities are broadly supported by the Climate Action Champions

Inter-Agency Working Group, described below. As Climate Action Champions, these

cities will also receive information about key Federal funding and technical

assistance to help them reach their resilience goals and, in turn, become champions

of environmental leadership for other underserved communities nationally. The

second cohort of Climate Action Champions are:

Austin, Anchorage, Boulder, Chicago, Columbia, Kansas City, Phoenix. Pittsburgh,

Saint Paul, and New Orleans.

INTER-AGENCY COOPERATION

The Climate Action Champions demonstrate the potential of every community to

take on the challenge of climate change resilience and mitigation.  CAC is an

interagency initiative and Federal Agencies are working together to assist the

Champions in their near- and long-term climate action goals and learn from the

Champions to enhance Federal programs with local communities.

Corporation for National and Community Service•

National Aeronautics and Space Administration•

U.S. Department of Agriculture•

U.S. Department of Homeland Security•

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development•

U.S. Department of Interior•

U.S. Department of Transportation•

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency•

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration •

U.S. Global Change Research Program•

http://www.nationalservice.gov/programs/americorps/americorps-initiatives/resilience-americorps
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The White House

 

CHAMPION COMMUNITIES

Blue Lake Rancheria Tribe (CA)

Boston (MA)

Office of Management and Budget•

Office of Science and Technology Policy•

Council on Environmental Quality•

National Security Council•

https://energy.gov/epsa/climate-action-champions-blue-lake-rancheria-tribe-ca
https://energy.gov/epsa/climate-action-champions-boston-ma-0
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Dubuque (IA)

Knoxville (TN)

Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments (DC, MD, and VA)

Mid-America Regional Council (KS and MO)

Minneapolis (MN)

Montpelier (VT)

Oberlin (OH)

Portland (OR)

San Francisco (CA)

Salt Lake City (UT)

https://energy.gov/epsa/climate-action-champions-dubuque-ia
https://energy.gov/epsa/climate-action-champions-knoxville-tn
https://energy.gov/epsa/climate-action-champions-metropolitan-washington-council-governments-dc-md-and-va
https://energy.gov/epsa/climate-action-champions-mid-america-regional-council-ks-and-mo
https://energy.gov/epsa/climate-action-champions-minneapolis-mn
https://energy.gov/epsa/climate-action-champions-montpelier-vt
https://energy.gov/epsa/climate-action-champions-oberlin-oh
https://energy.gov/epsa/climate-action-champions-portland-or
https://energy.gov/epsa/climate-action-champions-san-francisco-ca
https://energy.gov/epsa/climate-action-champions-salt-lake-city-ut
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Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of Chippewa Indians (MI)

Seattle (WA)

Sonoma County Regional Climate Protection Authority (CA)

Southeast Florida Regional Compact (FL)

CLIMATE ACTION CHAMPIONS:
WEBINARS

July 9, 2015: Resilience and Equity

CLIMATE ACTION CHAMPIONS:
SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION

View fact sheets highlighting the technical assistance each community receives or
view individual case studies for the Climate Action Champion communities. 

https://energy.gov/epsa/climate-action-champions-sault-ste-marie-tribe-chippewa-indians-mi
https://energy.gov/epsa/climate-action-champions-seattle-wa
https://energy.gov/epsa/climate-action-champions-sonoma-county-regional-climate-protection-authority-ca
https://energy.gov/epsa/climate-action-champions-southeast-florida-regional-climate-change-compact-fl
https://cms.doe.gov/epsa/downloads/climate-action-champions-resilience-and-equity-webinar-0
https://energy.gov/epsa/downloads/climate-action-champions-fact-sheets
https://energy.gov/epsa/downloads/climate-action-champions-case-studies


8/13/2017 Climate Action Champions | Department of Energy

https://energy.gov/epsa/climate-action-champions 7/7
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Accessibility • Data & Developer Tools
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Careers & Internships
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FEDERAL GOVERNMENT

The White House

USA.gov

https://energy.gov/about-us/web-policies
https://energy.gov/about-us/web-policies/privacy
https://energy.gov/diversity/services/protecting-civil-rights/no-fear-act
https://www.osc.gov/Pages/DOW.aspx
https://energy.gov/cio/department-energy-information-quality-guidelines
https://energy.gov/open-government
https://energy.gov/cio/accessibility-standard-statement
https://energy.gov/data/open-energy-data-old
https://energy.gov/
https://energy.gov/epsa
https://energy.gov/jobs/jobs
https://energy.gov/
https://energy.gov/budget-performance
https://www.directives.doe.gov/
https://energy.gov/management/office-management/operational-management/freedom-information-act
https://energy.gov/ig/office-inspector-general
https://energy.gov/cio/office-chief-information-officer/services/guidance/privacy
https://energy.gov/osdbu/office-small-and-disadvantaged-business-utilization
https://energy.gov/about-us/staff-and-contractors
https://energy.gov/
http://www.whitehouse.gov/
http://www.usa.gov/

